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MEETING MINUTES 
 

1.​ ROLL CALL AND CALL TO ORDER 
The regular meeting of the Lower South Valley Land Bank was called to order at 9:00am on July 
9th, 2025 by Chair Donna Wall. 
 

Members Present: Members Absent: 

Nanticoke City – Donna Wall Hanover Area SD - Rick Oravic 

Newport Township - Joe Hillan Members Excused: 

Wilkes-Barre City – Dave Wilson Hanover Township – Sam Guesto 

Ashley Borough - Frank Sorokach  

Municipality of Kingston - Sondra Riviello  

Citizen Member – Ronald Jones  

  
Others Present:  
Slusser Law Firm – Attorney Chris Slusser 
Hailstone Economic – Ted Ritsick 
Hailstone Economic - Sara Hailstone 

 
2.​ PUBLIC COMMENT 
Jamie Smith of Wilkes-Barre City commented verbally regarding the status of 64 W Ross St sales 
agreement and a meeting with the Luzerne Foundation regarding funding for the site. 

 
3.​ APPROVAL OF 06.11.25 MEETING MINUTES 
Motion: Mr. Sorokach – 2nd: Mr. Jones 
Motion passed unanimously. 

 
4.​ FINANCE REPORT  

A.​ Review and approve finance report: 
Donna is working with M&T Bank to integrate Land Bank operations with QuickBooks and 
entering in data.  

Motion: Mr. Hillan – 2nd: Mr. Sorokach 
Motion passed unanimously. 
B.​ Review and approve the following invoice(s): 

 
 



 

1.​ Hailstone Economic for Consulting  
■​ Invoice #1631 for $3703.65 

2.​ Slusser Law Firm for Legal Services Invoices 
■​ Invoice 41675 for $429.67 
■​ Invoice 41668 for $735.95 

3.​ PennEastern Engineers (Environmental Abatement Associates #25-19) for $500 
4.​ Luzerne County Flood Protection Authority 

■​ Invoice 01436 for $444.80 
■​ Invoice 00532 for $69.77  

5.​ Luzerne County ARPA Interest Payments for $158.35 
■​ Motion to Approve Future Payments 

Motion to Approve All Items and Future Payments: Mr. Hillan – 2nd: Ms. Riviello 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 

5.​ STAFF REPORT 
A.​ Solicitor’s Report: 

a.​ The executive session from the 06.11.25 meeting was announced. 
B.​ Administrator’s Report 

a.​ 501(c)3 Application Update 
i.​ Additional information was sent to the IRS which would require another 

45 days of processing time.  
b.​ 2024 Audit Update  

i.​ Final numbers to rectify the 2024 ARPA reporting is being finalized to 
complete the audit. Ms. Wall reported that we are now linked to and 
utilizing Quickbooks. 

c.​ Property Status Spreadsheet 
i.​ 5 Arch will be closing on June 12th 2025. 

 
6.​ UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A.​ Executive session regarding property disposition and pending litigation. 

i.​ An Executive Session was held at this meeting to discuss the topics 

referenced above.  

B.​ Motions regarding disposition of the following properties: 

i.​ Newport Township  

a)​ 101 Newport Street 46-K6S1-010-012-000  

b)​ 97 Newport Street  46-K6S1-010-013-000 

Motion to Reduce Minimum Price to $6,000: Mr. Hillan - 2nd: Mr. Sorokach 

Motion passes unanimously. 

ii.​ Hanover Township 

a)​ 74 Graham Ave 25I9SW1 004018000 
b)​ 13 Phillips St 25-I8S2-011-004-000 

c)​ 3132 S Main Street 25J8S1 001026000 
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Motion to List Indefinitely: Mr. Sorokach - 2nd: Ms. Riviello 

Motion passes unanimously. 

 

C.​ Discussion and Motions regarding PHARE Funds Grant Usage: 

Motion to Table: Mr. Hillan - 2nd: Ms. Riviello 

Motion passes unanimously. 

  
7.​ NEW BUSINESS 

A.​ Motions regarding disposition of the following properties: 

i.​ 48 Newport, Newport Township 46-K6S1-019-017-000 

ii.​ 69 71 W Main St, Newport Township 46-K6S1-025-010-000 

iii.​ 16 Garman Street, Hanover Township 25I8S2 014009000 

iv.​ 68 S Regent Street, Hanover Township 25I9NW3 017001000 

Motion to Accept Offers as Presented for 48 Newport, Newport Township, 

69 71 W Main St, Newport Township, and 16 Garman St:  

Ms. Riviello - 2nd: Mr. Sorokach 

Motion passes unanimously. 

B.​ Discussions and Motions regarding August 2025 Judicial Sale - Mr. Ritsick gave an 

overview of Resolution 02-2025 regarding the authorization of purchase for all 

judicial sale properties in Land Bank region.  

Motion to Approve Resolution Following Solicitor Review:  

Mr. Hillan 2nd: Ms. Riviello 

Motion passes unanimously. 

 
8.​ ADJOURNMENT 
Motion: Ms. Riviello – 2nd: Mr. Wilson 
Motion passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 9:52am. 
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