
Lower South Valley Land Bank 
April 9th, 2025 

Earth Conservancy 
101 South Main Street 

Ashley, PA 18706 
 

 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

1.​ ROLL CALL AND CALL TO ORDER 
The regular meeting of the Lower South Valley Land Bank was called to order at 9:06am on April 
9th, 2025 by Chair Donna Wall. 
 

Members Present: Members Absent: 

Hanover Township – Sam Guesto Hanover Area SD - Rick Oravic 

Nanticoke City – Donna Wall  

Newport Township - Joe Hillan Members Excused: 

Wilkes-Barre City – Dave Wilson  

Citizen Member – Ronald Jones  

Ashley Borough - Frank Sorokach  

Municipality of Kingston - Sondra Riviello  

  
Others Present:  
Slusser Law Firm – Attorney Chris Slusser 
Hailstone Economic – Ted Ritsick 

 
2.​ PUBLIC COMMENT 
Jamie Smith of Wilkes-Barre City commented verbally regarding the status of 64 W Ross St and 
the review process. 

 
3.​ APPROVAL OF 03.12.25 MEETING MINUTES 
Motion: Mr. Guesto – 2nd: Mr. Sorokach 
Motion passed unanimously. 

 
 

 
 



 

4.​ FINANCE REPORT  
A.​ Review and approve finance report: 
Motion: Mr. Jones – 2nd: Mr. Sorokach 
Motion passed unanimously. 
B.​ Review and approve the following invoices: 

1.​ Hailstone Economic for Consulting Invoice #1575 for $3950.83 
2.​ Slusser Law Firm for Legal Services Invoices #40750-40754 for $4659.16 
3.​ Wilkes-Barre City for 126 Carlisle St Clean Up March 14-18, 2025 for $3440 

■​ The LSV Land Bank Board discussed implementing a policy and committee 
structure for future emergency expenditures.  

4.​ Innamorati Appraisal Service for Appraisals for $1200 
5.​ Wyoming Valley Sanitary Authority for $135.35 

Motion: Mr. Guesto – 2nd: Ms. Riviello 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 

5.​ STAFF REPORT 
A.​ Solicitor’s Report: 

a.​ The executive session from the 03.12.25 meeting was announced. 
B.​ Administrator’s Report 

a.​ Statement of Financial Interest Forms 
i.​ Hailstone will be collecting statements of financial interest forms for all 

members. Forms will be stored in Nanticoke City Hall. Forms are due by 
May 1, 2025. 

b.​ 501(c)3 Application Update 
i.​ No additional updates at this time. Application pending. 

c.​ 2024 Audit Update  
i.​ Contact was made with the auditor, Ted will be coordinating with the 

auditor to provide documents. 
d.​ Property Status Spreadsheet 
e.​ Appraisal Update 

i.​ Additional appraisals will be arriving in late April.  
 

6.​ UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
7.​ NEW BUSINESS 

A.​ Executive session regarding property disposition and pending litigation. 

i.​ An Executive Session was held at this meeting to discuss the topics 

referenced above.  

B.​ Approve Demolition Bid Package for 420 E Washington St. Nanticoke: 

Motion to accept bid package. 

Motion: Mr. Guesto – 2nd: Mr. Hillan 

Motion passed unanimously. 
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C.​ Authorize Appraisals and Grant Application Support for Nanticoke Properties for 

Potential Purchase 

Motion: Mr. Hillan – 2nd: Mr. Sorokach 

Motion passed unanimously. 

D.​ Motion to Issue RFP for the following properties: 

●​ Newport 

○​ 48 Newport 46-K6S1-019-017-000 

○​ 69 71 W Main St 46-K6S1-025-010-000 

●​ Ashley 

○​ 56 N Main St 01I9SE4 017021000 

●​ Hanover 

○​ 74 Graham Ave 25I9SW1 004018000 

○​ 3 Loxley St 25I9NW3 016017000 

○​ 13 Phillips St 25-I8S2-011-004-000 

●​ Wilkes-Barre 

○​ 240-242 Brown St. 73-I9NE4-035-001-000 

 

 
8.​ ADJOURNMENT 
Motion: Ms. Riviello – 2nd: Mr. Guesto 
Motion passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 9:51am. 
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