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MEETING MINUTES 
 

1.​ ROLL CALL AND CALL TO ORDER 
The regular meeting of the Lower South Valley Land Bank was called to order at 9:07am on August 
13th, 2025 by Vice Chair Sondra Riviello. 
 

Members Present: Members Absent: 

Newport Township - Joe Hillan Hanover Area SD - Rick Oravic 

Wilkes-Barre City – Dave Wilson Members Excused: 

Ashley Borough - Frank Sorokach Nanticoke City – Donna Wall 

Municipality of Kingston - Sondra Riviello  

Hanover Township – Sam Guesto  

Citizen Member – Ronald Jones  

  
Others Present:  
Slusser Law Firm – Attorney Chris Slusser 
Hailstone Economic – Ted Ritsick 

 
2.​ PUBLIC COMMENT 
Jamie Smith of Wilkes-Barre City commented verbally regarding the status of 64 W Ross St sales 
agreement. Attorney Slusser’s office will be sending Mr. Smith a sales agreement and direct 
contact.  
 
Dionna Sanders of Wilkes-Barre City commented verbally regarding interest in purchasing 
properties in Wilkes-Barre City. 

 
3.​ APPROVAL OF 07.09.25 MEETING MINUTES    
Motion: Mr. Hillan – 2nd: Mr. Sorokach 
Motion passed unanimously. 

 
4.​ FINANCE REPORT  

A.​ Review and approve finance report: 
Mr. Ritsick reported the conversion over to Quickbooks has been completed. The finance 
report will be updated at the September meeting due to a conversion from cash to accrual 

 
 



 

basis. The conversion from cash to accrual has been implemented as a recommendation 
from the auditor. No motions were made on the topic. 

B.​ Review and approve the following invoice(s): 
1.​ Hailstone Economic for Consulting  

■​ Invoice 1652 for $6285.00 
2.​ Slusser Law Firm for Legal Services 

■​ Invoice 41947 for $39 
■​ Invoice 41947 for $117 
■​ Invoice 41949 for $78 

3.​ Hanover Township Reimbursement (16 Garman Emergency Demo) 
■​ Invoice 8583 for $8,400 

4.​ PennEastern Engineers 
■​ Invoice 24-125-02 for $1,830 

5.​ Brdaric Excavating 
■​ Invoice 8650 for 420 E Washington Demolition for $18,300. 

Motion to Approve All Items: Mr. Sorokach – 2nd: Mr. Guesto 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 

5.​ STAFF REPORT 
A.​ Solicitor’s Report: 

a.​ The executive session from the 07.09.25 meeting was announced. 
b.​ Mr. Guesto requested information on the insuring of Land Bank properties, Mr. 

Ritsick will be confirming the insurance status of all properties of the Land 
Bank.  

B.​ Administrator’s Report 
a.​ 501(c)3 Application Update 

i.​ The LSVLB received confirmation from the IRS that the 501(c)3 
application was approved.  

b.​ 2024 Audit Update  
i.​ Mr. Ritsick reported on the completion of the 2025 audit and 

recommendations of the auditor. All recommendations made by the 
auditor are being implemented.  

c.​ Property Status Spreadsheet 
i.​ The property sheet is now being produced in Monday project 

management software. Major actions are completion of sales 
agreements.  

d.​ Update on Judicial Sale Properties 
i.​ Mr. Ritsick reported on the acquisition of two properties via trump bid 

at the Upset Sale. There is an interested party for the Shiber Lane 
property.  

 
6.​ UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
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7.​ NEW BUSINESS 
A.​ Executive session regarding property disposition and pending litigation. 

i.​ An Executive Session was held at this meeting to discuss the topics 

referenced above.  

B.​ Motion to Accept/Approve 2024 Audit 

Mr. Guesto 2nd: Mr. Hillan 

Motion to accept passes unanimously. 

C.​ Motions to issue public RFP for the following properties: 

i.​ 420 E Washington St, Nanticoke City 

Mr. Guesto 2nd: Mr. Sorokach 

Motion to issue passes unanimously. 

D.​ Motion to authorize disposition of the following properties:  

i.​ 128 W Main St, Newport to Royale Homes LLC for $2,500 - Side Yard 

Noncompetitive 

ii.​ 68 S Regent St, Hanover Township to Ketler Florist and Greenhouse for 

$3,750 - Business Expansion Noncompetitive 

Mr. Sorokach 2nd: Mr. Wilson 

Motion to authorize disposition passes unanimously. 

101 and 97 Newport Street, Newport was not approved for sale as no 

formal offer came in by the meeting.  

E.​ Discussion and motions regarding PHARE funds usage: 

i.​ Resolution 2025-03 Allocation of $120,000 to Brian’s Place, Volunteers of 

America 

Motion to approve Resolution 2025-03 

Mr. Guesto 2nd: Mr. Sorokach 

Motion to authorize resolution passes unanimously. 

ii.​ First Time Homebuyer Program: Mr. Ritsick reported on the development of 

the program. Income guidelines of the PFHA will need to be followed for the 

program. Board discussed topics related to fund distribution, applicant 

income priority, and dollar amount to be distributed per applicant.  

 

 
8.​ ADJOURNMENT 
Motion: Mr. Guesto – 2nd: Ms. Riviello 
Motion passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 9:50am. 
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