
Lower South Valley Land Bank
September 11th, 2024

Earth Conservancy
101 South Main Street

Ashley, PA 18706

MEETING MINUTES

1. ROLL CALL AND CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Lower South Valley Land Bank was called to order at 9:00am on
September 11th, 2024 by Chair Donna Wall.

Members Present: Members Excused:
Ashley Borough – Frank Sorokach Municipality of Kingston
Hanover Township – Sam Guesto
Hanover Area School District – Rick Oravic
Nanticoke City – Donna Wall
Newport Township – Joe Hillian
Wilkes-Barre City – Dave Wilson
Citizen Member – Ronald Jones

Others Present:
Slusser Law Firm – Attorney Chris Slusser
Hailstone Economic – Sara Hailstone
Hailstone Economic – Ted Ritsick

2. PUBLIC COMMENT

Jamie Smith – Wilkes-Barre City commented verbally regarding his interest in properties in the
city and the Land Bank’s disposition process for allowing members of the public to purchase.

3. APPROVAL OF 08.14.24 MEETING MINUTES

Motion: Mr. Guesto – 2nd: Ms. Wall
Motion passed unanimously.

4. FINANCE REPORT

A. Review and approve the following invoice:
1. $2,921: Frank Crossin, renewal of commercial general liability insurance (for

properties), annual fee through 08/22/24 (correction from August meeting)
Motion: Ms. Wall – 2nd: Mr. Hillian
Motion passed unanimously.

5. STAFF REPORT

A. Status of Judicial Sale Properties
● Order from the court granting superior title has been sent. Recording of deeds

should happen to finalize the process.



B. Status of Hanover Township Properties to Land Bank
● Process of finalizing deed transfer is in progress.

C. 775 Hazle Street
● Attorney Slusser will be meeting with Luzerne County on resolution of property.

D. Next steps with Judicial Sale properties
● Ted and Shannon met with Hanover and Newport regarding next steps and will

move forward with the plans, i.e., demo, outreach to neighbors
E. ARPA interest

● Hailstone finalized calculating the ARPA interest payments due to date. The next

interest payment is due Oct 10. Sam Guesto will be meeting with Luzerne

County 9/11 to discuss the interest payments and the possibility of a waiver.

F. Website updates

● Updated policies are on the website, all properties are listed on the website,

added a note about submitting a contact form if someone is interested in a

property

G. Audit update

● Donna and Shannon will do a review of the draft audit and present it to the

Board next month.

H. Update on status of 501c3 application

● Ted began filling in 501c3 application. Hailstone will work on completing filing

and compiling any items they may need guidance on from the board.

6. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

NONE

7. NEW BUSINESS

A. Review and select contractor based on bids received for the following RFP:
Project had to be rebid due to an issue with the newspaper advertisement.
Motion to select Brdaric Construction proposal of $98,200 for 2024 demolition and site
clearance project for 48 Newport Street and 69-71 W Main Street in Glen Lyon, 385
Rear Main Road in Hanover Township, 49 N Main Street in Ashley Borough, and
installation of a fence at 128 W Main Street in Glen Lyon.
Motion: Mr. Hillian – 2nd: Ms. Wall
Motion passed unanimously.

B. Review and approve bidding on the following properties at the September 26th, 2024
Luzerne County Upset Sale
1. 42-J7NE4-023-006-000, 143 E Main Street, City of Nanticoke (starting bid

$27,727.42)
2. 46-K6S1-010-021-000, 71 Newport St, Newport Township (starting bid $2,151.09)
3. 25-I9SE1 -015-011-000, 771 Hazle Street, Hanover Township (starting bid

$15,752.96)
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4. 25-I9NW3 -006-019-000, 48 W Division Street, Hanover Township (starting bid
$15,702.13)

5. 25-I9NW3 -006-026-000, 6 Strand Street, Hanover Township (starting bid
$7,850.41)

6. 25-I8S2 -014-009-000, 16 Garman Street, Hanover Township (starting bid
$6,650.45)

7. 25-I8NE2 -007-016-000, 528 Fellows Avenue, Hanover Township (starting bid
$11,135.09)

8. 25-I8S1 -017-019-000, 64 Diamond Street, Hanover Township (starting bid
$6,716.33)

9. 25-I8S1 -009-023-000, 505 Chestnut Street, Hanover Township (starting bid
$3,301.30)

10. 25-I9NW4 -015-007-000, St. Mary’s Road, Hanover Township (starting bid
$4,831.83)

Motion: Mr. Guesto – 2nd: Mr. Hillian
Motion passed unanimously.

C. Approve Resolution 24-3 authorizing Ted Ritsick to bid on behalf of land bank at upset
sale and authorize purchase of the following properties at the land bank sale:
Adopt Subject to Legal Review and Approval
Motion: Mr. Guesto – 2nd: Mr. Sorokach
Motion passed unanimously.

8. ADJOURNMENT

Motion: Mr. Guesto – 2nd: Ms. Wall
Motion passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 9:45am.
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